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Eastern Mediterranean

To help establish the new Scripps Center for Marine
Archaeology (SCMA) within world maritime archaeology
studies, SCMA has begun building a research program in
the eastern Mediterranean where UC San Diego has a long-
term record of engagement with local scholars. Recent
projects in Greece and Israel take a deep-time perspective
focusing on cultural adaptation to climate change and
changing trade networks from the earliest Neolithic
agricultural societies to establishment of local kingdoms in
the Iron Age and through the international Hellenistic and
Roman periods. SCMA research investigates key cultural/
historical issues such as the collapse of Late Bronze Age
civilization in the eastern Mediterranean (ca. 1200 BCE),
Iron Age (ca. 1200 — 500 BCE) sea-level rise, and submerged
trading ports in the Hellenistic/Roman periods. Integrated
fieldwork includes: marine geophysics to map the sea floor
and discover new archaeological sites; coastal sediment
coring for geoarchaeological investigations; and
underwater archaeological excavation applying a range of
cyber-archaeology digital tools for recording and analyses.
This seminar presents a snapshot of SCMA's eastern
Mediterranean research.
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